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Signal Seeker 

Articles about chapter events and the members present technical subjects, and 

personal experiences present that would be of interest to the Mid-Atlantic Chapter 

(MAC) membership are welcome for inclusion in the Signal Seeker.  In addition 

classified advertisements may be submitted for inclusion, space permitted.  Email is 

the preferred means, but we have the ability to scan both text and pictures if you sent 

them by mail. 

 

Signal Seeker Schedule 

Issue Date   Article Due   Publish Date 

Spring   March 15   March 29 

Summer   June 1   June 15 

Fall    September 1  September 15 

Winter   December 1   December 15 
 

 

 

We now have new Advertising Opportunities and add rates 

To place an ad, contact MAC Treasurer, 

Don Harris at donh45@yahoo.net    

 

Business Card Advertising 

Business cards must be no larger than 2-inches by 3.5 inches.  Yearly Rates:  MAC 

members; $20.00, non-members; $30.00. 

Commercial Advertising 

   Full Year Single Issue 

Full Page  $250.00 $65.00 

Half Page  $140.00 $35.00 

Quarter Page  $75.00 $20.00 

1/16 Page   $50.00 $15.00 

 

Member Corvette related classified “wanted and parts for sale” are free; however, 

they cannot be carried over to the next issue unless requested before the issue 

deadline  
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2015 MAC Board of Directors 
Elected officers  

Chairman    Jerry Duffy    duffey302@cox.net 

Vice Chairman   Jim Board    jboard@cox.net 

Treasurer    Don Harris    donh45@yahoo.com 

Secretary    Steve Snyder   steve_n_marie@comcast.net 

Judging Chairman  Page Campbell   pcampbell3618@comcast.net 

 

Regional Directors 

Northeastern   Steve Ferry    steve.ferry@verizon.net 

Southeastern   Ken Hartzog   corvette6976@cox.net 

Southwestern   Bob Baird    envcons@comcast.net 

Northwestern   Ron Wilson    wilball@comcast.net 

 

Appointed Board Members 

Charitable Activities        Ellen and K.C. Strawmyre              suestrawmyre@embarqmail.com 

Historian    John Carpenter   jocarpenter@comcast.net 

Membership Manager  Reid Newcomb   newcomb.reid@comcast.net 

Merchandise Manager             On Line At:  Coming Soon  

Nat’l Corvette Museum   Jim Board    jboare@cox.net 

NCRS Chapter Awards Rep Martha Baird    envcons@comcast.net 

Personal Property Manager  Bob Baird    envcons@comcast.net 

Signal Seeker Editor   Jim Hofferbert   hofferje@comcast.net 

Signal Seeker Pub. & Dist.   Larry Negley &Ron Wilson  larry.negley@acps.k12.md.us 

          wilball@comcast.net 

Technical Advisors   Mike McCagh & Jeremy Turner marylandmissle@atlanticbb.net 

          Turnerjt63@comcast.net 

Website Manager   Gary Wilkerson   gary.wilkerson@comcast.net 
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MAC Membership 

Reid Newcomb 

Welcome New Members:  For detailed contact information on new members, please 

contact Reid at newcomb.reid@comcast.net. 

We at MAC take great pride in welcoming our new members.  Our chapter has been growing 

and striving to meet new challenges since 1982.  Our members come from a variety of 

backgrounds, some with expertise on restorations, some with knowledge of Corvette history and 

some who just enjoy taking an occasional drive on a Sunday afternoon.  Whatever your interests 

may be, please take some time to mark your calendar with our upcoming events and activities.  

As always, we look forward to seeing you and your family attending MAC events (your car or 

cars to be included of course).  Should you have any membership questions, please call Reid 

Newcomb at (410) 742-3070, email newcomb.reid@comcast.net or contact any MAC officer.   

The new members for this issue are:  Frank and Barbara Stech, Pitman, NJ, 

James Chastain, Richmond, VA, and David Cichocki, Midlothian, VA, Mathew 

Gautschi, Grasonville, MD.   

REMINDER:  After July 1st membership dues are only $15.00 for the remainder of the year. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE! 

2016 proposed slate of candidates for the Board of Directors 

This year’s nominating committee assigned to prepare a slate of candidates for the 2016 MAC 

BOD consists of KC Strawmyre (chair), Chuck Berge and Tom Doi.  After an extensive effort 

and search they have proposed the following slate:  STILL TO BE DETERMINED. 

Chairman:  To Be Anounced 

Vice Chair:  TBA 

Secretary:  TBA 

Treasurer:  TBA 

Judging Chair:  TBA   

The candidates will be voted on at our annual meeting being held this year in Hagerstown, MD 

on November 7th.  More information to follow via e-mail once slate is established.                    3 
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MAC Schedule of Events 

January 
21-24 

Florida Regional 
Lakeland, FL 

March 14 MAC Tech Session and Judging School 
Jack Evans Chevrolet 
Front Royal VA 

March 19-21 Arizona Regional 
Tucson, Arizona 

April 18 MAC Tech Session and Judging School 
Gettysburg, PA 
Frank Buck 

April 23-25 Carolinas Regional  
Concord, NC 

April 23-25 Spring Carlisle 
Carlisle, PA 

May 2 MAC Road Tour 
Zip Products, Mechanicsville, VA 

May 14-17 Heart of America Regional  
Joplin, MO 

May 30 MAC Judging School and Mini-Judging Meet 
Cumberland, MD 
Mike McCagh’s Farm 

June 19-20 MAC Spring Judging Meet and School 
Zip Products, Mechanicsville, VA 

July 19-24 National Convention 
Denver, CO 

August 28-30 Corvettes at Carlisle 
Carlisle, PA 

August 29 13th Annual Picnic 
Shippensburg, PA 
K.C and Sue Strawmyre (717-423-6735) 
Mike and Connie Hair (717-263-0792) 

September 10-12 Wisconsin Regional  
Oconomowoc, WI 

September 26 Corvette Days  
@ Sully Historic Site, Chantilly, VA 

October 1-4 Fall Carlisle 
Carlisle, PA 

October 17 MAC Tech Session 
Klick Lewis Chevrolet, Palmyra PA 

October 22-24 Texas Regional 
Frisco TX 

November 7th MAC Annual Meeting 
Location:  Hagerstown, MD 
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 Message from the Chair / Jerry Duffey 

 

Hi MAC Member, 

I would like to start off by thanking Mike and Lea McCagh for having us to the Farm 

for a judging meet and tech session. As always, it was a hoot at the Farm. I would also 

like to thank David Walker and all of the people from Zip Products for hosting our chapter 

judging meet for the second year in a row. Once again, their hospitality was fantastic 

with David doing all the cooking for the cookout Friday night and lunch Saturday. 

 

With the summer winding down, I would like to remind members of the activities 

that we still have planned. Corvette Day is set for September 26 in Chantilly, VA at Sully 

Historic Site. This is a new event for the MAC – there won’t be any judging or tech 

sessions, just lots of nice cars and people to meet! 

 

Our final tech session will take place in Palmyra, PA at Klick-Lewis Chevrolet on 

October 17. Gary Dukeman is on the list to talk about his 1962 restoration. We also have 

the possibility of judging a car or two there. At that event, there will be an important 

discussion and voting session concerning proxy voting which is in our bylaws. A motion 

to remove proxy voting from the bylaws has moved through the board of directors and is 

now up for a vote by the members who are in attendance at the tech session at Klick-

Lewis. 

 

The final activity for the year will be the Annual Meeting held in Hagerstown, MD on 

November 7 at the Hagerstown Courtyard by Marriott. This is a new location with a guest 

speaker, Dave McLellan. As events get closer, more information will be sent out to the 

membership through Jim Board.  

 

I would like to announce the nominating committee for the 2016 elections. 

Chairman is K.C. Strawmyre, other members include Chuck Berge and Thomas Doi. 

Members who wish to be considered for one of the elected positions should contact a 

committee member. 

  

Hope to see you all at these events, 

 Jerry Duffey 

 Chairman, MAC Chapter, NCRS  
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      Signal Seeker’s Editor’s Message                           

by Jim Hofferbert 

 

 

 

This issue of the Signal Seeker is jammed packed with both MAC events as well 

as NCRS events.  Our judging meet at Zip was a great success and well attended.   

On Friday we were enlightened by Page with a judging school on the intricate 

aspects of judging.  These lessons were put into practice the next day. 

 

In July some of our members participated in the National Road Tour to the 

Convention in Denver, CO.  Don and Kathy Lindman were kind enough to chronicle 

the event for this issue.  Thanks guys! 

 

At the convention MAC was honored both as a chapter (again receiving the 

Chapter Top Flight Award [COTY]) and individual honors.  Besides the Top Flight 

award the chapter also received the NCRS Foundation’s Diamond Award, the 

highest award given out by the foundation for contributions.  MAC gave $5200.00 

from the income generated at the Gettysburg Regional in 2010.   

 

In August several of us enjoyed Corvettes at Carlisle, our annual trek to the 

fairgrounds in Pennsylvania.  With Corvettes abounding and all the parts we could 

ever hope for there was plenty to see and do.  Also, KC and Sue Strawmyre, Mike 

and Connie Hair again hosted a feast at the potpourri factory. 

 

A special thanks goes out to Don Harris and Bob Baird for providing this issue’s 

technical articles. 

 

All this and more is covered in this issue of the Signal Seeker.  Read on for your 

enjoyment of further event coverage and congratulations to all MAC recipients.   
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NCM Ambassador’s Report 

Jim Board (8093) 

Greetings MAC Members! 

It is a pleasant summer day in August as I write this NCM Ambassador’s Report and I have several 

things to share with you.  

You may have heard about noise complaints from residents living near the NCM Motorsports Park. 

Perhaps this is not too surprising given the loud noises produced by racecars. Track neighbors said they 

support the Motorsports Park and want it to be successful, but they also want to enjoy their homes 

without all the noise. As a good member of the Bowling Green business community, the NCM has hired a 

company to explore ways to quickly reduce the sound escaping from the track. Sound reflecting walls 

(like seen along intercity highways), berms, and evergreen tree plantings are possible solutions to the 

problem. Scheduled races and events are continuing while the neighbors’ concerns are addressed.  

In case you needed another reason to buy a C7, here’s one. A recent J.D. Powers survey of new car 

buyers found Corvette beat archrival Porsche 911 as the "most satisfying car" in the Midsize Premium 

Sport Car category! Be proud Corvette fans, it has been a decade since Corvette has earned this high 

honor. And, be sure to take advantage of the R8C Museum Delivery when you order that new C7! As a 

past customer of the Museum Delivery, I promise you’ll enjoy the entire experience and that drive home 

through the beautiful Kentucky Thoroughbred Country.  

 To put C7 success in numeric context, during 2012-2013 roughly 10,000 to 13,000 C6 were built each 

year. Production has jumped to approximate 35,000 C7 per year, nearly tripling annual Corvettes sales! 

Chevrolet has sold almost 80,000 C7 since its introduction in 2014. Unfortunately, there is a small 

downside to the Corvette sales success I should mention. All 2016 Corvette models received a price 

increase of $400. 

Regardless of which Corvette you own, enjoy the drive! 

Current information on NCM events and much more can always be found at the NCM website. 

http://www.corvettemuseum.org/calendar/ncm_events_2015.shtml 
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Annual Judging Meet @ Zip 

June 19 – 20, 2015 

Once again Dave Walker, owner of Zip, hosted a fantastic two day gathering at 

his store in Mechanicsville, VA.  Friday night kicked off with a judging school lead 

by Page Campbell and assisted by Bill Sangrey. Sixteen signed in for judging 

points, however more were in attendance. 

           

     Page explaning the judging process                             Bill expanding on a point of importance 

Following the school the entire group was treated to a supurb barbicue chicken 

dinner masterfully prepared by the grillmaster and host, Dave Walker. 

 

             

                           YUMMM!                                                                 Dave tending the grill.   

                                                                                              Not bad for having his back turned. 
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Saturday morning started bright and early with coffee and donuts at 8:30 am.  

Prior to hitting the judging field we were treated to a tech session on soda 

blasting and other media for removing paint.  Chip Carpenter, owner of Soda Blast 

of Virginia, discussed the process he uses to soda blast the paint off a Corvette. 

Enlightening to say the least. 

 

     

Thanks Chip (center) for your time.                             Fozzy Bear, a special guest.  BARK, BARK! 

 

At 10:00 am, with the sun beating down on a 95 degree day we hit the judging 

field.  There were 5 beautiful cars to judge and plenty of judges to do the job; 

which was a good thing for Jim Hofferbert who suffered from heat stroke.  

 

                                                  

          Greg Bull’s 1972 coupe                                                          Jim Jordan’s 1963 coupe 

                (Top Flight)                                                                               (Second Filght)   
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            Tom Doi’s 1963 contertable                                      Ron Kerber’s 1967 convertible 

            (Top Flight)                                                                  (Third Flight) 

     

                   

                 Steve Ferry’s 1966 coupe                                 Diane and Page, hard at work tabulating 

                            (Top Flight)                   

                             

Marie Snyder, second time judge.  Welcome      Missing at the table above, Martha Baird

 To the field.                           Lead tabulator                       
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In addition to the judged cars Bill Powers presented his “first day of production” 

1969 coupe for Sportsman.       

 

       

                               

         Our Judging Chairman, Page Campbell, reviewing the judging sheets with Tom and Greg 

 

Due to pending weather conditions the other Flight recipients were dismiss and 

headed home.  Congratulations to all the winners; and thank you for bringing your 

beautiful Corvettes. 
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Making it Snow in Summer 

or 

A Beginner’s Guide to Soda Blasting 
 

Bob Baird (39424) 

 

When I restored my 1960 Corvette, I went the long and painful route of chemically stripping it.  I started out 

with Captain Lee’s because it was supposed to be less harsh on the fiberglass.  But it was also less harsh on the 

paint, so I quickly moved on to the regular stripper that is used on metal cars. 

 

 
 

Fond memories such as this are one reason I elected  

to go with soda blasting on subsequent restorations! 

As I envisioned future restorations, I promised myself that I would never do chemical stripping again, but 

would use soda blasting.  I had heard the horror stories about soda blasting chewing away half your fiberglass 

but, after beadblasting with glass beads anything fiberglass that I could fit into my beadblasting cabinet, such as 

the kick panels, with no ill effects, I decided soda blasting was the way to go. 
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If you go the sodablasting route, you have the choice of taking your items or Corvette bodies to the sodablaster 

or, if you have a location away from neighbors, you can have them come to you.  Our vast two-acre estate backs 

up to woods and this made it possible for the sodablaster to come to us. 

Depending on your budget, you can also purchase your own sodablasting equipment from small to large.  The 

small setups are great for doing things, such as cleaning the underside of a Corvette body, that do not merit the 

effort of transporting a body or having the sodablaster come to you.  We will concentrate on big job 

sodablasting here. 

 
 

The sodablaster set up in front of the barn at the rear of  

our lot to do his work.  Note the dust blowing off to the right. 

Having the sodablaster come to the compound made it easy to also bring out other items that needed cleaning.  

For me, this included an aluminum intake manifold and two sets of mag wheels. 

 

You can have other items sodablasted in addition to your Corvettes. 
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I had two Corvettes to have sodablasted, a 1957 and a 1969, along with associated items, such as hoods, deck 

lids and hardtops.  After removing all of the hinged pieces from my 1960 during its restoration, I made the 

resolution that, unless these items were already off, I would not remove them.  All hinged items were on during 

factory paint and this is the only way to correctly reproduce things such as paint shadows, overspray, etc.  After 

doing mag wheels and other items, we moved on to individual items, such as the 1960 hardtop shown in the 

photo. 

    

Smaller body parts, such as this 1960 hardtop, were sodablasted off the car.   

The gray primer on C1s is difficult to remove without damage to the fiberglass  

and you should tell your sodablaster to go no farther than paint removal. 

           

Sodablasting of the Corvettes began with the 1969  

body.  Again, note the dust produced by sodablasting. 

Most of the surface of the 1969 body turned out like this:  Bare glass with a 

14                                                     fine frosted surface and little additional sanding necessary before the next  



step of body work.  This is exactly what you want.  The gray fiberglass  

on later Corvettes it is harder and can be taken down to bare glass. 

 

The final product:  1969 and 1957 bodies ready to continue bodywork. 

The following photographs illustrate the importance of making sure that your C1 body is not taken down to bare 

glass.  Some sodablasters think that the gray primer is actually body paint and will attempt to remove it.  

Attempting to do this on many C1 panels will result in heroic attempts to produce a bare body.  Any fiberglass 

strands that may have some gray primer will be attacked with a vengeance, thus blasting them right out of the 

surface of the fiberglass and leaving grooves in their place that will be enlarged into small canyons as blasting 

continues.  Sodablasters that are not entirely familiar with fiberglass believe that these canyons were already 

there prior to sodablasting and that they are “draw lines” formed by the shrinkage of lacquer paint.  Thus, when 

they see the formation of canyons where they are blasting, they will happily continue, having no idea that they 

are destroying the fiberglass. 

So, if you want to remove the gray primer for a perfectly bare fiberglass body, do so by sanding after 

sodablasting. 

                                                    
 

Attempting to remove the gray primer on C1s can produce results like this.  This is from where fiberglass                

15                      strands were removed, along with part of the surrounding fiberglass. 



 
 

The attempt to remove all of the gray primer here certainly did that, but it also  

went all the way through the fiberglass.  Needless to say, this is not a “draw line.” 

The previous mentions of the dust being produced by the sodablasting are for a reason.  The photographs below 

show the area around the barn after the sodablasting was finished.  Keep this in mind if you elect to have to 

sodablaster come to your house.  Unless your staging area is in the middle of a field, be prepared to do a lot of 

sweeping, wiping, and cleanup with the water hose. 

 

We had a cold winter, but this is neither snow nor frost, it  

is the baking soda that has settled on the roof of the barn. 
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Again, this is not snow.  This is the opposite side  

of the fence from where the sodablasting took place. 

 

 
 

The leaves of this holly tree were green prior to sodablasting activities! 

 

All things considered, I would do sodablasting again.  On C1s, the minimum pressure that can remove the paint 

should be used and under no circumstances should the dark gray primer used on C1s be removed.  In my 

instance, some glassing and a lot of Metal Glaze have taken care of this and some would have been required 

anyway.  With all the rains we have had, almost all remaining soda is gone. 
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Bench testing the non-A/C C2 heater fan switch, resistor and motor,  

By Don Harris  

When I purchased my 1966 Coupe several years ago, the heater fan was inoperable.  After some checking I 

found that the grounding connections were wrong.  Once I corrected the ground connections, the fan operated, 

but stopped working just a few months later.  

My driving is, for the most part in fair weather, and since I was planning to do 

a frame off restoration on the car in the near future, I didn’t bother to figure out 

what was wrong.  

Now that I am into the restoration and just finished restoring the heater box 

assemblies (picture 1), I decided it was time to do some testing to make sure 

everything functioned electronically. Things like the fan speed resistor are not 

easy to replace on the car once it is installed, so I wanted to make sure the 

switch, resistor and fan motor all worked together as they should. 

The C2 has three fan speeds, Low/Medium/High, so I set about looking at all 

the parts and figuring out how the wiring interconnects between the switch, 

resistor and fan motor.  

 One of the Corvette parts suppliers, Dr. Rebuild, has an excellent set of graphical wiring guides that he sells in 

sets for each model year. I used the one for 1966 to help figure out how the 

switch-to-resistor and resistor-to-fan motor are connected.  Picture 2 shows the 

relevant areas of the wiring diagram and three connectors that make up the 

heater fan power system.  

I’m not an engineer and the connections are not that intuitive.  For example, 

once I figured out how everything was connected, I proceeded to draw my 

version of a simplified wiring diagram which is shown in picture 3.  I was 

having trouble understanding how power got to and through the switch, to the 

resistor, and then to the fan motor.  The switch has five terminals, but only four 

are used. The one labeled B is for the 12 volt power to the switch. Then there are 

the L (low speed), M (medium speed), and H (high speed) terminals.  The 

resistor also has three terminals labeled L, M, and H.  By studying the Dr. Rebuild diagram I was able to see 

that whether the switch is set to L, M, or H the 

power always flows through the L terminal on the 

resistor then on to the motor. 

Next, I wanted to bench test everything so the first 

objective was to test the switch. I simply hooked up a 

multi-meter to terminal B on the switch. With the 

switch in the off position there was no continuity to 

any of the other three terminals. With the switch set 

to the first position (low), there was continuity 

between terminal B and Terminal L. Setting the 

switch to the second (medium) and third (high) positions I got continuity to terminals M and H respectively.  

My switch is getting a little worn, but it worked correctly.  I understand that reproduction switches are not plug 

compatible with the C2 dash harness, so I will use my original if at all possible. 
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Picture 1 

Picture 2 

Picture 3 



Once I determined that the switch was functioning, I wanted to 

test the switch and resistor combination. So using my diagram 

and some jumper wires, I connected one of multi-meter leads to 

the switch terminal B and the other lead to the resistor terminal 

L. Then I made the connections between the switch terminals 

and the resistor terminals shown in picture 4 based on my 

diagram in picture 3.  Note that my jumper wires are not the 

same color as in the wiring diagram.  My red jumpers are the 

orange wires in the diagram and my green jumper is the blue 

wire in the diagram. Also, the black jumper is the brown wire in 

the diagram.  

I started with the switch in the off position and you can note the reading 1 on the multi-meter screen which 

indicates no connection.  

Picture 5 shows the reading of 4.0 ohms in the low switch setting, picture 6 shows 2.8 ohms in medium, and 

picture 7 shows 1 ohm in the high speed position. Since I didn’t have another resistor to test, I’m not sure if 

these readings are correct, but they seemed to be in line with what I expected, i.e., highest reading/resistance for 

low speed and lowest reading/resistance for the high speed. 

            Picture 8 

 

 

For the final test, I included a power source and the fan motor.  My power source is two 6 volt lantern batteries 

hooked up in series to get 12 volt.  A better test would probably be using the actual car battery, but I had this set 

up on the workbench in my home shop and the car battery was not handy. 

Picture 8 shows the set up with the power source and the fan motor in the circuit.  The battery positive is 

connect to terminal B on the switch, one of the red jumpers (wiring diagram orange wire) from terminal L on 

the resistor is connected to the fan motor power terminal. The battery negative terminal is connected to the fan 

motor ground terminal.  

The switch to low produced low speed on the fan, the switch to medium produced the medium fans speed and 

so forth, so everything worked as it should and will be packaged up for storage and ready for installation along 

with all of the other parts that I have restored so far. 
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ON THE ROAD TO DENVER 
                                  By Don and Kathy Lindman 

 

Members of the MAC Chapter gathered in Carlisle, PA on Sunday, July 12 to 

begin the Central Pennsylvania Road Tour to Denver, CO.  This tour, as many 

previous tours, were led by Bill and Jo Ann Sangrey.  Their guidance assured 

and interesting and non-direct route to the National Convention.  The 

following will provide some highlights of the seven day trip that covered 

2,000 miles. 

 

An exciting gathering of six couples and their Corvettes from Pennsylvania and 

Maryland were anxious to begin this yearly adventure.  Soon the 'hellos' and 

"good to see you again" were over, the engines roared to life and the tour began.  

Sunday was a day of driving to Fairborn, OH, near Dayton.  The Queen City Tour, 

led by Jerry and Barb Hilbert awaited our arrival.  Soon the group began a short 

walk to the Quaker Steak and Lube for supper.  During the short walk cries were 

heard, "Watch out for the goose grease!"  We were not the only ones using the 

side walk. 

  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

MAC members in Carlisle at start                                                   Quaker Steak for Dinner 

 

Monday morning began with breakfast and the warning "Tanks must be full and 

the other tanks empty."  At 7:45am the drivers meeting began.  This was a daily 

occurrence which began with Bill shouting, "Good Morning _______" (fill in the 

name of the town where we spent the night).  An interesting tidbit would usually 

happen during these instructional meetings.  It seems that Bill Sangrey had 

ordered a 2015 Z06 and it was just sitting in Bowling Green.  To help Bill ease his 

anxiety over the wait, Jerry presented Bill with his first installment of the new 

Corvette.  A shinny piece of black carbon fiber was ceremoniously presented to 

Bill.  We do not think it did much to ease any of the anxiousness on Bill's part, but 

gave us a good laugh.   
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Bill and his carbon fiber (editor’s note:  I hope          The now larger group at the Air Force museum 

the rest of the car doesn’t come like this!) 

 

Our first visit of the tour took us to the Air Force Museum at the Wright Patterson 

Air Force Base.  Special tour guides led small groups through this wonderful 

museum.  One of many free car washes occurred while in the museum.  Hearing 

the heavy rain on the metal buildings affirmed our thankfulness at being inside.  A 

highlight of the tour was being able to walk through three Air Force Ones.  After 

our visit, we left for Crawfordsville, IN and a good night’s rest.  Another free car 

wash, which was needed after we experienced five road closures and some 

interesting country detours. 

 

 

          

                     Air Force One (editor’s note:  Obviously from the past, but still neat!) 

 

We next had a day of driving to Ankney, IA.  On the way, the Cooks suggested 

that we stop in Askaloosa, IA and take a break at the Frozen Utter.  This is a 

favorite ice cream stop of the Cooks, as it is in their home town.  It did not take a 

second thought before the need for ice cream took over. 
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Dennis Albraugh of Ankeny, invited the road tour to visit his collection of 150 

beautiful Chevrolets. Many Corvettes are included in this large collection.  A 

wonderful lunch was provided in the gold club of his private golf course.  The club 

is housed in the lower level of the beautiful world headquarters of the Albaugh 

Chemical Company. 

 

            

              Dennis Albaugh Collection                                          Strategic Air and Space Museum 

 

The Strategic Air and Space Museum near Omaha, NE was our next venue.  This 

outstanding museum featured a Blackbird spy plane, a B-25 highlighting the 

bombing raid of Jimmy Doolittle over Japan, and a B-17 among many additional 

items.  Our volunteer guide was a D.J. from a local morning show, so he featured 

our visit during the next broadcast.   

 

Speedy Bill Smith's Museum of American Speed in Lincoln, NE was our next stop.  

We were overwhelmed by this collection of old race cars, motors and special 

interest items that were gathered in the two story building.  Every car nut needs 

to visit this museum.  Many camera cards were filled during this visit. 

 

                

                       Speedy Bill Smith’s Museum of American Speed in Lincoln, NE  
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By this time the ladies were overloaded with cars, cars, cars.  The next stop 

hopefully remedied this situation.  A visit to The National Quilt Museum in Lincoln 

provided this needed break.  This hung collection of quilts is well known among 

quilters and smiles were once again on the faces of the ladies. 

 

           

The Ladies had enough of car museums                                     U of N Creamery 

 

The temperature now was in the 105 degree range.  A C6 Corvette is not made to 

be driven without A/C.  Just ask Andrea and Gary Dukeman about this as their 

compressor decided it had enough.  Even a stop at the U of N creamery for ice 

cream could not cool them off.  For some others, it was good. 

 

On the way to Boot Hill in Dodge City, KS, the Corvettes visited the Roger 

Morrison Collection in Salina, KS.  His invitation included a good lunch that was 

served in the area surrounded by four Rolls Royce Silver Ghosts.  Food really 

tasted good in such company!!!  His collection included English, German and 

American cars.  All of his cars are driven and this provides many car stories, 

which we experienced.  We were impressed with the fact that he has driven his 

1912 Silver Ghost 12,000 miles, including a rally of Silver Ghosts in France. 

            

                      Old Dodge City                                      Miss Kitty’s place, The Long Branch Saloon 
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Upon our arrival in Dodge City, we experienced life in early Dodge City.  This 

included a big supper in the town dining hall, a shootout in the street and Miss 

Kitty entertaining us in the Long Branch.  Since none of us were wounded in the 

gun fight, we went back to the hotel to prepare for the drive to the Last Night 

Out.  This drive to Colorado Springs, CO followed the old Santa Fe Trail.  As we 

headed toward our destination, the beautiful Rocky Mountains appeared in the 

distance and grew larger with each passing mile. 

 

We finally arrived in Colorado Springs and the fun began.  One hundred and fifty 

Corvettes gathered in one place presented a great sight.  The Last Night Out 

activities included convention registration, a nice reception and getting 

reacquainted with friends.  Some of the less exciting activities were washing of 

clothes and Corvettes.  

 

              

                                                   Parade Staging Area in Aurora, CO  

 

Following a good night’s rest, each tour left for the parade staging area at the 

Manheim Auto Auction in Aurora, CO.  The local police provided a safe and 

smooth parade route to the convention hotel.  Great tasting milkshakes awaited 

the tour members in the hotel, and another memorable Road Tour came to an 

end.  We had a great time, and it enticed us to think, we can do this again next 

year. 

 

As a footnote, the trip home also provide memories, such as visits to national 

parks, seeing family and friends, and having an opossum sleep on your engine.  

Gary and Andrea, yes the same ones with the A/C, can tell you about this one.  It 

didn't turn out well for the opossum or the serpentine belt.  Both landed in the 

dumpster.  Fortunately Gary carried a belt wrench and after a trip to the parts 

store, they were on the road again.  Thus ending another memorable trip for all. 
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2015 NCRS National Convention 

Denver, Colorado  July 18 – 24 

Although most Corvettes didn’t start arriving until Sunday, the staff volunteers 

were hard at work preparing for their arrival the day before.  Sunday, a day full of 

activity: staging cars, registration of members, the arrival of the national road 

tour, topped off with the welcome reception in the Crown Plaza main ball room. 

Bright and early Monday morning judging operations began outside in the parking 

lot followed by staging the cars on the show field inside the convention center.   

                       

         Judging Operations outside                                             Tech sessions abounded 

Monday evening, at the Membership Meeting, special recognition was given to 

those member heros who served the Military in Viet Nam.  We also recognized all 

our heros who served this great country in other areas. 

                          
With all the awards laid out, lets start                          The Heros who served lined the wall and     

                                                                                        around the corner                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
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The Mid-Atlantic Chapter also receives special recognition both as a chapter and 

as individuals.                                                                                                                                   

                         

MAC receives another Chapter Top Flight award      MAC also received the NCRS Foundation’s     

                                                                                            Diamond Award for chapter contributions 

                                            

Jim Hofferbert received his level 200                                    K.C. Strawmyer received level 300     

                                                                                                                                      

      Tony Soltyka received his Master Judge                       The Judging field is set.  Three more                                                                                                    

26                                                                                               days of Great cars and Great fun! 

If you missed this year’s festivities plan on Rhode Island in 2016.  See you there.   



Corvettes at Carlisle, 2015 

 

The Mid-Atlantic Chapter was again well represented at this year’s event held 

August 28
th

 through the 30th.  Steve Ferry was honored for a Gallery display of his 

gorgeous ’66 big block.  Cars are on display by invitation only.  What an honor.  

                 

    Steve receiving his award for displaying his car in the NCRS Gallery at Carlisle.  Above, the car. 

    

The gallery, once again, displayed a wide variety of beautiful Corvettes of all generations.  27 



          

Our MAC tent was busseling with activity                        Some OLD faces, some new, somewhere 

        

MAC members are welcome to sell their parts          Other members had their own tents.  Here’s 

in our tent, which many do.                                         Chuck Berge’s tent, Still Cruisin’ Corvettes.  

          

Zip, and owner Dave Walker are always here.      Others also have their own spot.  This is just one. 
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The NCRS tent, located next to ours was also busy.       Dave Brigam busy enrolling new members.      

        

The venders area offered every part you could            Again, this year many spots were vacent. 

possibly want.  All you needed to do was look.                                                                                     

         

Our veterans were honored with an American               Corvettes by the thousands, as usual. 

Flag consisting of red, white, and blue Corvettes.             See you next year!                                                                       
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The Western Region of MAC will be having a get-together this year in 

Shippensburg, PA. December 4th, we will be at CJ’s American Pub and Grill 487 

East King St. Shippensburg, PA 17257.  See www.cjspubgrill.com for information. 

 I will keep everyone posted with times, available hotels, menu etc. as it gets 

closer, probably mid-October. We even have Santa already lined up!!  

 

Ron Wilson 
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http://www.cjspubgrill.com/


 

Your Add 

Here 
We now have new Advertising 

Opportunities and add rates 

To place an ad, contact MAC 

Treasurer, 

Don Harris at donh45@yahoo.net 

 

 

31 



32  



 



 


